
 

SCC File No.: 39133 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF CANADA 
(ON APPEAL FROM THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA) 

B E T W E E N: 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
Appellant 

(Respondent) 
– and – 

J.J 
Respondent 
(Appellant) 

– and – 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ONTARIO, 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NOVA SCOTIA, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MANITOBA, 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF SASKATCHEWAN and 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ALBERTA 

Interveners 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTICE OF MOTION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE OF THE 
PROPOSED INTERVENER, BARBRA SCHLIFER COMMEMORATIVE CLINIC 

(Pursuant to Rules 47 and 55 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Canada, S.O.R./2002-156) 

 

 

TAKE NOTICE that the Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic (the “Clinic”), hereby 

applies to a Judge of this Honourable Court pursuant to Rules 47 and 55 of the Rules of the Supreme 

Court of Canada for an order: 

a) granting the Clinic leave to intervene in this appeal and cross-appeal; 

b) permitting the Clinic to file a factum not exceeding 10 pages; 

c) permitting the Clinic to present oral argument at the hearing of the appeal and cross-appeal; 

d) providing that no order of costs of this motion and this appeal may be made for or agaisnt 

the Clinic;  

And any further order that the Court may deem appropriate. 
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AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the following documents will be referred to in 
support of such a motion: 

1. The Affidavit of Deepa Mattoo, Executive Director of the Clinic, affirmed on February 4, 

2021. 

2. Such further and other material as counsel may advise and may be permitted. 

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the motion shall be made on the following grounds: 

1. The Clinic is a multi-disciplinary, front-line service provider to women experiencing violence. 

It was established in the memory of Barbra Schlifer, who was sexually assaulted and murdered 

on the night of her call to the Bar. The Clinic’s objective is to support women who have 

experienced violence by, among other things, offering avenues for redressing the harms they 

have suffered. As part of its mandate, the Clinic works to change the legal conditions that 

threaten women’s safety, dignity, and equality, and advocates to improve access to justice for 

survivors of sexual violence.  

2. The Clinic has a long history of intervening to provide assistance to this Court, as well as other 

courts in Canada, in proceedings where the outcome may influence women’s safety, dignity, 

and equality. 

3. The issues raised in this appeal include legal issues of significant public interest that have 

impacts beyond the immediate parties to the case.  The equality, dignity and privacy rights of 

women who report sexual assault to the police, including racialized, migrant, Black, 

Indigenous, trans and gender non-conforming women, are significantly engaged by the 

constitutional challenge to ss.278.92-278.94 of the Criminal Code of Canada.  

4. More generally, this appeal concerns access to justice for sexual violence survivors, including 

the willingness of sexual violence survivors to report violence or abuse.  

5. The Clinic works with survivors of sexual violence and other forms of gender-based violence 

and has expertise in the areas of intersecting experiences and vulnerabilities that impact a 

woman’s experience of violence. 
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6. If granted leave to intervene, the Clinic will bring a useful, distinct, and crucial perspective to 

this appeal that is different from that of the parties. The Clinic’s regular and direct contact with 

survivors of sexual violence means it understands how survivors perceive and interact with the 

justice system, enabling it to provide this Court with useful submissions infused with these 

perspectives.  

7. The Clinic’s proposed submissions are set out in the Affidavit of Deepa Mattoo at paragraphs 

40-63.  These proposed submissions will be useful to the Court in determining the multiple 

and layered issues raised in the appeal and cross-appeal. The Clinic commits to working co-

operatively with other interveners to avoid duplication.  

Dated at Toronto, Ontario this 5th day of February 2021. 

 Per: 

_______________________________  
Joanna Birenbaum 
Counsel for the Proposed Intervener, 
Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic 

 
Birenbaum Law 
1200 – 555 Richmond Street West 
Toronto, ON  M5V 3B1 
 
Joanna Birenbaum 
Tel: 647.500.3005 
Fax: 416.968.0325 
Email: joanna@birenbaumlaw.ca 
 
Counsel for the Proposed Intervener, 
Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic 

Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
1300 – 100 Queen Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1J9 
 
Nadia Effendi 
Tel: 613.787.3562 
Fax: 613.230.8842 
Email: neffendi@blg.com 
 
Agent for the Proposed Intervener, 
Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic 

  

mailto:joanna@birenbaumlaw.ca
mailto:neffendi@blg.com
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ORIGINAL TO: Supreme Court of Canada Registrar 
301 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0J1 

 
COPY TO:  

 
Attorney General of British Columbia 
940 Blanshard Street, 3rd Floor 
Victoria, BC  V8W 3E6 
 
Leslie A. Ruzicka 
Tel: 778.974.5156 
Fax: 250.387.4262 
Email: lesley.ruzicka@gov.bc.ca 
 
Counsel for the Appellant, 
Her Majesty the Queen 

Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP 
2600 - 160 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1C3 
 
Matthew Estabrooks 
Tel: 613.786.0211 
Fax: 613.788.3573 
Email: matthew.estabrooks@gowlingwlg.com 
 
Agent for the Appellant, 
Her Majesty the Queen 

Peck and Company 
640 – 744 West Hastings Street 
Vancouver, BC  V6C 1A5 
 
Rebecca A. McConchie 
Tel: 604.669.0208 
Fax: 604.669.0616 
Email: rmcconchie@peckandcompany.ca 
 
Counsel for the Respondent,  
J.J. 

Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP 
2600 - 160 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1C3 
 
Jeffrey W. Beedell 
Tel: 613.786.0171 
Fax: 613.788.3587 
Email: jeff.beedell@gowlingwlg.com 
 
Agent for the Respondent, 
J.J. 

Department of Justice Canada 
Guy Favreau Complex 
East Tower, 9th Floor 
200 René-Levésque Boulevard West 
Montréal, QC  H2Z 1X4 
 
Marc Ribeiro 
Tel: 541.283.6386 
Fax: 514.496.7876 
Email: marc.ribeiro@justice.gc.ca 
 
Counsel for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Canada 

Department of Justice Canada 
500 – 50 O’Connor Street, Room 556 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 6L2 
 
 
 
Robert J. Frater, Q.C. 
Tel: 613.670.6289 
Fax: 613.954.1920 
Email: robert.frater@justice.gc.ca 
 
Agent for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Canada 

  

mailto:lesley.ruzicka@gov.bc.ca
mailto:matthew.estabrooks@gowlingwlg.com
mailto:rmcconchie@peckandcompany.ca
mailto:jeff.beedell@gowlingwlg.com
mailto:marc.ribeiro@justice.gc.ca
mailto:robert.frater@justice.gc.ca
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Ministry of the Attorney General of Ontario 
Crown Law Office – Criminal 
720 Bay Street, 10th Floor 
Toronto, ON  M5G 1J5 
 
Jill Witkin | Jennifer Trehearne 
Tel: 416.314.0610 
Fax: 416.326.4600 
Email: jill.witkin@ontario.ca  
 jennifer.trehearne@ontario.ca  
 
Counsel for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Ontario 

Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
1300 – 100 Queen Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1J9 
 
 
Nadia Effendi 
Tel: 613.787.3562 
Fax: 613230.8842 
Email: neffendi@blg.com 
 
 
Agent for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Ontario 

Nova Scotia Public Prosecution Service 
700 – 1625 Grafton Street 
Halifax, NS  B3J 0E8 
 
Erica Koresawa 
Tel: 902.424.8734 
Fax: 902.424.8440 
Email: erica.koresawa@novascotia.ca  
 
Counsel for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Nova Scotia 

Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP 
2600 - 160 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1C3 
 
D. Lynne Watt 
Tel: 613.786.8695 
Fax: 613.788.3509 
Email: lynne.watt@gowlingwlg.com 
 
Agent for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Nova Scotia 

Justice Manitoba – Public Prosecution 
510 – 405 Broadway Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 3L6 
 
Jennifer Mann 
Tel: 204.918.0459 
Fax: 204.945.1260 
Email: jennifer.mann@gov.nb.ca 
 
Counsel for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Manitoba 

Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP 
2600 - 160 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1C3 
 
D. Lynne Watt 
Tel: 613.786.8695 
Fax: 613.788.3509 
Email: lynne.watt@gowlingwlg.com 
 
Agent for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Manitoba 

  

mailto:jill.witkin@ontario.ca
mailto:jennifer.trehearne@ontario.ca
mailto:neffendi@blg.com
mailto:erica.koresawa@novascotia.ca
mailto:lynne.watt@gowlingwlg.com
mailto:jennifer.mann@gov.nb.ca
mailto:lynne.watt@gowlingwlg.com
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Attorney General of Saskatchewan 
820 – 1874 Scarth Street 
Regina, SK  S4P 4B3 
 
Sharon H. Pratchler, Q.C. 
Tel: 306.787.5584 
Fax: 306.787.91111 
Email: sharon.pratcheler2@gov.sk.ca 
 
Counsel for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Saskatchewan 

Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP 
2600 - 160 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1C3 
 
D. Lynne Watt 
Tel: 613.786.8695 
Fax: 613.788.3509 
Email: lynne.watt@gowlingwlg.com 
 
Agent for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Saskatchewan 

Attorney General of Alberta 
Criminal Justice Division 
Centrum Place, Suite 300 
332 – 6th Avenue Southwest 
Calgary, AB  T2P 0B2 
 
Deborah J. Alford 
Tel: 403.297.6005 
Fax: 403.297.3453 
Email: deborah.alford@gov.bc.ca 
 
Counsel for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Alberta 

Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP 
2600 - 160 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 1C3 
 
 
 
D. Lynne Watt 
Tel: 613.786.8695 
Fax: 613.788.3509 
Email: lynne.watt@gowlingwlg.com 
 
Agent for the Intervener, 
Attorney General of Alberta 

 
 

mailto:sharon.pratcheler2@gov.sk.ca
mailto:lynne.watt@gowlingwlg.com
mailto:deborah.alford@gov.bc.ca
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